
May 12, 2017 

 

Ronald E. Castro 
Chief Technical Officer 
Results Radio, LLC 
1355 N. Dutton Ave. 
Santa Rosa, CA 95401 

 

By ECFS 
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

 

RE: Amendment of Sections 74.1203(a)(3) and 74.1204(f) of the Commission’s Rules 
to Protect Local Radio Service provided by Fill-In Area FM Translators. 
Petition for Rulemaking RM-11786 

 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 Thank you for this opportunity to comment on RM-11786, filed by Petitioner Aztec 

Capital Partners, Inc. regarding proposed changes to Section 74.1203(a)(3) and Section 

74.1204(f) of the FCC Rules and Regulations regarding FM translators.  I am the Chief Technical 

Officer and LLC member of Results Radio, LLC which, through its subsidiaries is licensee of four 

translator stations, K238AV and K251CE in Yuba City, K229CA and K227AE in Redding, CA in 

addition to eleven full-service FM stations and one AM station.  My experience spans 50 years 

in broadcast engineering, including engineering positions at numerous stations around the 

country.  I hold a lifetime General Radiotelephone Operator’s License, an Amateur Extra license 

and I am the author of the chapter entitled FM Translators and Boosters in the Tenth Edition of 

The NAB Engineering Handbook. 

 FM translators carrying the signals of AM and HD sub-channel stations provide valuable 

programing to their local communities, but cannot have their existence continually threatened 

by interference complaints from full-service station listeners far outside the protected contour 



of the full-service station.  Such translators are of value not only in bringing new and diverse 

formats to the marketplace and revitalizing AM radio stations, but to provide better service for 

full-service FM stations in terrain challenged areas of the country as they were originally 

intended to do. 

 Under the current rules, a translator station can be forced off the air by complaints of 

interference based solely upon one anecdotal report from a person who may have limited or no 

technical background or who may be using defective, improperly installed, operated or 

maintained equipment or who may be receiving interference that actually originates from some 

other source.  Translator applicants can be stopped simply because a handful of people sign a 

boilerplate, internet ‘declaration’ claiming to listen to a full-service station in a distant 

populated area who might receive interference from a proposed translator.  The current rules 

apparently require no specific, objective documentation that can be relied upon by engineering 

personnel attempting to remediate reports of interference or concerns about potential 

interference and there is no limit as to how far away a full-service station can claim to have 

listeners.  

With the onslaught of new stations from the FCC’s AM Revitalization proceeding, ‘rim-

shot’ stations, far outside larger markets might be tempted to gin up complaints by trolling on 

websites and social media in an attempt to defend a barely audible signal in those distant larger 

markets.  In addition, under the current rules, false complaints of interference can be instigated 

by people who have political differences with or bias against the programing carried by certain 

translators who wish to silence opinions that do not agree with theirs.  Tens of thousands of 

listeners can be deprived of a valuable program service due to just one single report of 

interference, whether that report is legitimate, or is staged, incorrect or malicious.  Translator 

station licensees and applicants have the deck stacked against them under the current Rules. 

The Local Community Radio Act of 2010 appears to be in conflict with Sections 

74.1203(a)(3) and 74.1204(f) since the LCRA requires that decisions for licensing new translator 

and LPFM stations be based upon the needs of the local community.  The current Rules also 



would appear to conflict with the “fair, efficient, and equitable distribution” of spectrum as 

mandated by Section 307(b). 

 In my opinion, full service and LPFM stations should be protected within their protected 

contours and their communities of license, but not outside of them.  Even then, complaints of 

interference should be verified and documented using objective procedures clearly outlined in 

the FCC Rules and Regulations and remediation, if appropriate, should require only reasonable, 

commercially viable techniques.  

 The FM band has become very congested and interference to weak signals that exist far 

outside the protected contour of any licensed station is likely to occur.  The provisions of 

73.1203 and 73.1204, which were adopted nearly three decades ago in a time when there were 

far fewer stations on the FM band should not prevent the delivery of programing to 

underserved communities, especially in light of the FCC’s AM Revitalization proceeding.  The 

proposal in RM-11786 provides a balanced and minimal approach that preserves the coverage 

of existing stations within their protected contours while allowing the use of FM translators by 

legacy AM stations and new entrant HD sub-channel stations to provide better service to their 

local communities.  This is clearly in the public interest. 

 An example of the value of this type of local service can be found in the recent sign-on 

of K251CE, Yuba City, which was licensed under the AM Revitalization proceeding to 

rebroadcast KUBA, an AM station that has provided outstanding service to the communities of 

Yuba City and Marysville since 1948.  K251CE started service in early December, 2016, less than 

three months before a damaged spillway at the nearby Oroville Dam caused the evacuation 

some 188,000 people in the area, many of whom reside within the coverage area of K251CE.  

The cities of Marysville and Yuba City were under orders to evacuate immediately.  In fact, 

almost all of the 144,000 residents in K251CE’s 60 dBu coverage contour were either advised or 

required to evacuate.  KUBA, despite being in a small, unrated market, has a full-time, 

dedicated news director, who along with the rest of the staff, swung into immediate action, 

providing wall-to-wall news coverage of the situation.  The signal coverage of K251CE was 

especially useful at night when KUBA reduces power and switches to a directional antenna that 



loses coverage over the evacuation routes that were jammed with tens of thousands of people 

trying to escape the potential disaster.  The damaged spillway has not yet been repaired and to 

this day, many residents in the area keep packed suitcases near their doors since the threat still 

remains as the summer snow pack melt from the Sierra begins. 

 It is my hope that the FCC will seriously consider and adopt the changes proposed in 

RM-1178. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ronald E. Castro 
Chief Technical Officer 
Results Radio, LLC 


